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In entering Arizona from the
California side, at Fort Yuma, you

are at once impressed that the
manwhb wrote "The Erthly
Paradise" did not live here. It
is pretty hot in Yuma, yet this
old town is romantically situated
near the c'o"fluence of the Gila

u ith 4he ,(;olyra.dplliyer. You
instantly pardon' thWnuddyand
distorted face of this old river

rUDlulllllUP lllll tliQtrir
ndst.nlineithashadinreachJp except as a float-la- va

ing vou through hundreds of the
grandest canyons of the world

(This is all that is left of that wild.
Wild-se- Which for ages played j

with the now snow-cappe-d peaks
of the liockiesuand Sierra ISeva-da- s,

until their upheaval tipped
this greut sea to its north and

south basin. And this Gda, com
ing-i- from the east, though far
less pretentious, brings the waste
waters of the westerly and south-

westerly portions of this great
Territory.- - And it seems a pity
that one drop of water should
leave this dry desolate region.
The great lack in Arizona is wa
'.er, Millions of acres of other-
wise fertile lands must ever re-

main h waste unless some elimati.
change shall bring wtter. Per-

haps some enterprising Yankee
will attend to this after a little.
There is no reason why the valley
of this river, varyiog-fro- one to
.ix miles in width and 200 miles
in length, should hot prove'won-derful- ly

productive." This valley
jtud tluit of the'S.dt River may fje

largely fuppljed. with, waiter trom
the4 rives from vPhielf thney take
their name. But many of- the
streams of Arizona eem horn to
flj;: uusoer. and wa&lo their wa-

ters underground.
1 he Pallia Cruz, coming in from

the Sonora country from the old

town of Tubac, fifty miie-southw-

eily of Tucson how.-itse- lf

at intervals in the distance.
After it leaves Tucson it shows it-

self for a mile or two and men
disappears forever, and "is sup-

posed toentertbe Gilasomewhere
in the region of Maricopa Ws-ll- -

This Gila River, though in.-igu-iti

cant now, was not always so harm
less. 'I races of its ynuthlul fun
hangalongitsalIuvi.il walls a thou-

sand feet atove its presnnt qutei
flow. And what strikesyuu as gn

strange here is that while ih
river flows for a hundred milec
through a. btd of lava, in. many
Dlaces a ong the rim of this valley
where the lava has yielded to the
elements it showo underneath the
continuation of this rich river bot-

tom. I Cud it much easier to ask
than toauswer this question, But
from & somewhat c:u ? "i tudy Of

the numerous breaks m this htva- -

cropping, I am confident that
riqh, fertile soils lifted a wide ex- -.

pause of apring verdure, or waved
on iti broad bosoid-.th- e scejited
harvWlsof the semi tropics, until
this mantle of lava smothered its
life away. If, I stand alone in
this conclusion, it will be very
difficult to prove these reflections
unfaithful to the evidences which
meet the thinker in these won-

derful fields. Each mile eastward
confirms me in this impression.

At a distance from Yuma by the
river,' say irom 150 to 175 miles,

this lava deposit comparatively
disappears --At this point we are
on the easterly side of what is
known as the desert, and at an

altitude of from 800 to 1000 feet.
foist of vnii ihPi-f- t is littlP. if anv
lot.. A- ,- ..r miip u..r .ill

around us, for a radius of from 15

to 20 miles, are these crags of
monnt:iin, so irregularly adjusted

j that you may fancy they were
just set up, while dripping
with l.va, to cool, and lo watch
the ruin of their bosom eempan-ion- s

quickly melted or blown
away. Is not this the old crater?
From this point the lava-flo- w

stalled west wand towird the Co-
lorado, until, from its unknown
depth at this place, it has dimin-
ished at Gila City, 25 miles east
of Yuma, to the thickness rof hut
a few inches, and Anally diti- -

j the confluence ol the Salt
j wilh ,he G,lsl Iliver we ,euVe

th-'i- l)th fluw'? through flue
l)oUls of Innd, and we take our
iiext point ot outlook at Casa

Grande. Here we are again in
the midst of ruiis. Not drenehed
in a lake of tire, yet perhaps sud-

denly destroyed, and without a

record. This is all that is left ot
of an old city. WHo built it ma
never be known. Though its site
is but a short distance south of the
river, and its altitude but'a little
above the stream, yet its water
supply was the work of some en
gineering skill:---- ' An old ditch, cut
from the river "about twenty-fiv-mil- es

above, is still easily traced
to this city. This ditch must have
been capable of carrying a large
body of water. The principal
building now remaining in any-

thing like its original form is lhat
from which it takes its name,
"Casa Grande." This, building is
perhaps thirty by sixty feet, 'tntl
now shows from- - tniee to four sto-

ries. It was made of the common
nuilding ma tonal of the country.
,adoF)Vr.,r Its wa'lls in 'piacesure

still eiht feet in thickness. Some
of its p irtition walls are yet well
defined, and sufficiently thick to

separa te qua i relsome h ouseh olds.
One of tht'SH rooms. I think must-hav-

been the " Black Hole," foi

I found ho wy into' or out of it

but a place at the bottom about
tin siiv of the grate in your room.
I'he inside of these wails still re-

tains a hard finish, showing good
artHlic .skill in their construction
This oiti building Juts Iven burned
until nothing more will burn; ye
in the walls are stijl left in good
pieservation the ends of the vi-g- as,

or I have two ot

these. They wete pine pole
about three inches in diameter.
1'ho e in the wall, being perfectly
preserved, shows distinctly the
rude character of the tool by which

they were cut off. The "Casa
Grande" was evidently a sort of

conservatory of this old city.
Few, if anj relics can now he

found here.except pottery " woild

without end." I have questioned
some of the most scholarly Padrea
in this country, but with little
satisfaction. They say that 230

years ago these walls were seveii
or eight stories high, and that is

all they know of its history. This
was evidently an agricultural belt

of country, for the valley of the
Salt liver, from its confluence

with the Gila for nearly J00 miles,

shows unmistakable signs of an

ancient, high state of civilization.
Who' the cultivators were, and

wLat became of them, is easy to

ask-- , but not to answer. Were

they Toltecsor Aztecs I have not

the data to. decide, but I am not

vtry much inclined to believe

that they were annihilated or

driven south by the Apaches.
Have you noticed on that Mexi

can coin that eagle sitting on a

cactus with a snaKO in nia uiu

'It may be possible, as thejegend
runs, that the uriests told this

people to go south to a country of

lakes.and assured them that wn
'

Ihcy had reached the placo they

would find an eagle sitting upon
l cactus with a snake in his mouth.
I do uot think much of that story.

I have seen the eagle and the
snake, but wo betide the bird or
beast that tries to sit upon an
Arizona cactus. But these work-

ers have gone, and but traces of
their industry remains. A ques-

tion starts here: That old crater
lieSfOnly "from twenty to forty

miles below here; and theclimatic
changes which must follow such
an 'outburst would annihilate t

j nation and wipe out their record
in It is beyond a question
that the volcanic confusion which

has occurred on the west and
south-we- st border has had very
much to do in changing its alti-

tude and draining the water from

the eastern and north-easte- rn

pirt of this great Territory. But

the Apaches stayed. Ot course

they did, if they were in the
country at the time, for this was

not thechosen homeof the Apache.

His home was in the mountains,
which for ages, if ever, have not
been jostled by an earthqaake. 1

do rot wish to be hard on the
red-ma- But I confess that my
soul does move to the melody o

' Lo! the poor Indian !" (I will
..ot trouble you to print the rest.)
as it once did. I wish they were

all in Heavftn. I think, if I could

make a good-aize- d earthquake to

order well, I would make it, and

turn it over to our frontier breth-

ren, and let them locate U, and
explode it where they thought ii

WtUdd shake to the bei--t advan
tage. Wild win not civutze. or
Christianize . must ,,sta-.rd- - from
under." Arizona is not a vnlcan.
ic country. What - -

may have thrown the primitive
rocks to the surface, and given
them an altitude of from 1500 to

8000 Jcet, we may never know
But for ages all has been quiet in

these mineral belts. I speak ol

tiio.se regions which I have per
sonally examined and may name
hereafter. It is a fact not a little
gratifying to the miners of this
country that the rich mineral de
posits lie seemingly undisturbed
in the arms of the old Gneis-sl-

family. The quie. of the ages in

,hown in no place perhaps more

th ui in the Pinal Mountains, in

that wonderful canyon bearing

the euphonious title of the " Dev-ii- s

Canyon:" I do not know who
named this beautiful place, and I
am only afraid 1 shall know the
fellow whose name it bear--.

This lies in and near the summit
of the Pinal Mountains 1 first
visited it early in March, I87d.

Our approach was so impjreepti
ble, that its grandeur was the
more overwhelming. Myself and
mule, and another party" like us,
constituted the party. Part of Ua

were for pleasure and part for
burden. We quietly entered a
little ravine as we turned a sharp
corner in our trail, and a moment
later fouutLus crowding close
against a big ledge, and I was
hugging very close to the rest of
my party. As soon as we had
slipped down a smooth rock at an
angle of about for't-fi- ve degree,
without expressing, any. want ot
confidence in my compjjinipn, I
concluded lo . If tiieze w.t?
any falling to be done, we'. would
dolt one at a time; and, as our
party was siaall, it would last thu
longer.

A few yards brought us against
overtowering rocks hundreds of
feet high, while on the other hand
and but a few steps away, the
deep, sharp gorge, d irk by depth,
rendered tho crown of suulierhfcon

the rocks above and beyond doub

ly imposing. And here was a

huce column standing on a little
table. I involuntarily put my foot

against it, but it did not shove off.

as' suddenly as we had entered
this little canyon we came to the
brink and at right anglps with this
wonderful freak ofj'nnture, just at
my Wr, a huge pillar of rock sixty
feet high and but a few feet in di-

rt meter,. s'anding on a hash seem-

ingly not half its size, jostles on
this awful brink. Thoughtlessly
I put up my hand to .steady it while
I plucked some beautiful. verbenas
at its base. At the left and up the
canyon for a mile each side vies
with the other which shall throw
out the greatest number of these
well-hew- n rocks and hang them
the most carefully upon their
crests. To the right and below
you 1000 feet stand out the wild,
haggaid outlines of an old castle.
Each galloping troop of the Storm
King, as they have chased each
other up and down thij chasm,
since the clay these troops were
young, have each borne their tro
phy of spoil away, till pillar and
column and turret seem so real
that you watch for the touehless
step and the shadowy vision of
goblins as they drift from hall to
hall for vengeance. Two miles ol

this wordless poem wait your read-

ing. The criticisms of Time have
only crystallized its beauty. And
it glistens to-d- ay in tn? lighiof
its millionth birthday, the glory
of the Author, as never before.
Those big rocks must be falling;
they seem to rest on nothing.
How you pity th it group of little
stunted trees-strugglin- for foot- -!

ing and sunlight! Ihey must be

crushed when that column falls.
And you find yourself holding
your breath to hear the crash in
the awful abyss. Witho 1 1 a word

for words are meaningless here
you turn hdf round and look up
for relief, but to shudder in the
shadow of a towering grandeur
you had not noticed before. Just
across from where you stand (for
the canyon is narrow here), the
rightshoulder of an incoming can-

yon fr mi the east imposes itself
nigher and more dreadful than the
rest.

All oerthis hnge promontory
the goddess of sculpture forages
has been working out those wild
fantasie", true to the trestle-boa- rd

of nature,and touched only by the
chisel ot tiie inimitable artist,
rime. This was Apache land.
And even now you feel yourself
amidst ner dad heroes pftriried,
some of whom with one foot up
lifted, wait the waking of Monte- -.

zuma. It was just noon, and Sol
was shifting his softest light into
the' deep chasm, and the little
streamlet rebounding higher from
its rocky-fal- l to catch the coming
sunbeam, and turned again to its

rippling life, murmuring sweeter
music with the bird's songs, as

they bathed their wi"gs in its

spray.- There has been no earth-

quake here since these rocks were

young.
Correspondence Chicago Tribune.

The amount of vrate- - passing over Niag-

ara Falls has been estimated at 100.000.000

tons per hour, and its perpendicular des-ce-

may he taken at 150 feet.without

the rapids, which represent a fur:

ther fall of 150 feet. The force represented

by the. principal fall alone amounts to

16,800;000 horsepower, an amount which

if it. had' to be produced by steam would

necessitate an expenditure of not less than
Gl5,OOpJ6o &ns of coal Per annum, taking

the consumption of coal at four pounds per
hour" 'in other words, all the coal raised
throughout the world would barely suffice
t produce the amount of power that an-

nually runs to waste nHhis wonderful

DAVID NEAHR.

Main Stree . Yuma, A. f
40 California Street, .San tTHtioiitco

Wholesale aitd Retail Dealei lu

EMERAL M ERCHANDISE.

Invite attention to the best selected and
moat complete stock ever offered In

this market, consisting in, .

part, of '
t

'

Grooe'neu,' Provisions,!',; PJ

Wines and Liquors, Cigars and S

fobaoco, Hardware J30

. Tinware, , Crockery,

Iron, Steel

Miner Tools., Sporting Gooii

Wagon-lumbe- r, etc.

FURNISHING GOODS.

Dry Goods, Fancy Goods' I

Boots and 8ho68, Clothing, . f

And Is constantly and regnlany recclv- -

Ing fresh California product, consisting of '.

Butter, CUee?e, Bacon.

Ham, Onions, " Beans .

Barley Potatoes, Corn,

Whent Corn Meal
' Buckwheat

Flour, California and Oregon Flour,

Cutting & Co's. Canned Frdita, Vegetables

ct. etc. etc.

All of which' is :offered'at prices which

Defy Competition.
Buyers will find it to their Interest to call

nd cramiae my atdok before vurchaBlnj;

elsewhere. '

'

All inercb;"di8e consigned to my eara
will receive carefui handling and be for-

warded w ith dispatch and by exnerlenceii

freighters, at lowest market rates.

Goods sold at greatly reduced ratt 9.j

Highest prices paid for all Arizona pro-due-ts.

DAVID NEAHR.

GEORGE MARTIN,

Yuma. - - - Arizona.

Dealer in

O RTJGS a'U 3133 UXClN'iEeS.

Chemicals, Perfumery,

Soaps, Cor'btf,

Brushes, Trusses,

8upportersand Shoulder

Braces, Fancy and
' .Tniit ArHirhw. .Kerosene On, h

Lampsaiid- - Chimneys,

Gla.--s. Putto
... r Ci..t)u

Varmsiies, ujc oiuup, n

Patent Medicines,. &c.

Physicians' prescriptions carefully com

pounded, and all orders cori ectly answ et ed.

Goods. selected with" great care and war

ranted as represented.

A ll S O
A phnlr-f- t assortment of Books, Stationery

Musical Instrument and Fancy Articles.

All the moit popular Newspapers, Mag-

azines and Latest Novels on hand as soon

as issued.

CALL AND SEE THEM.

Lick House,
Sak. Fkaxcisco, California.

A favorite Hotel for i'amillcs, centrally
.tnd headquarters lor

GTJTESTS PB O ARIZONA,

j D. SGUOjdwA&D, Mauaaer
farch i


